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tockhodm has the most
ordinary subway stations this side
of the Moscow metro's crystal
chandeliers. There are white neon
xl|||.i;.;;.;1'1 in {he ceiling at Hiotorget,

eRITa-

r.-.l.i.-nll.'l..|"||r| vines at T-Centralen and, with
its radiation-green strip lighting, the station
at Kungstridgarden feels like the fair of a
Doctar Who willain, The latter
retro-luturist Vegas mess deskirned by antist
Ulrik Sarmuelson
Jurassic cave ol and polished stone curved
benches in [talian tricolore stripes,

the cobhlestones and

5 4 glorous

all txux rudned codurmns, a

Indeed, for all
spires of old Stockholm, this is a ity that
can turn your visual expectations upside
down in the space of a few days. Take the
burpeoning contempormary art scene. At its
epicentre is Galerie Nordenhake, a building
so nondescript on such a “nowhers” street
that you might walk straight past it. Still, it's
worth making the jpumey to this old office
block and working your way through the
myriad white ruhr spaces, ].1.3;, and small,
where you will find established yet valianty
cutting-edge work. A short taxd ride away,
Gun Gallery huu‘ll:‘: the best art photog-

Tl '| w from the likes of fashicn visionary
F*:-|'||'.-| Sunid ‘:|J|.‘:- and diarist JH Engstrtim,

By then it might be lunchtime, in which

case most arrestingly blond, svelte, black-
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From cobblestones to concrete severity, century-old cafés to contemporary art,
the cool capital of Swedish functionalism exceeds Mark C O'Flaherty's expectations.

clad locals will tell you that the modern
Scandinavian eaterie F12 is the place to be
{especially on a Friday). The menu may be
ghorter than itis in the evening, but when
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vellow window screens and bathes the

dean lines of the lime-green room ina dra-

matic pop-art glow, its a keast for the eves
For dinner — and a very different eNpeTi-

ence = onsider Allmidinna Galleriet 925,

Elephant and Casthe in grey drizzle (much
of the Morrmalm district was bulldozed in
the 1950s and 19605 and the replacement
buildings are brutally ugly], but inside its a
metic |]I||||"-\Jr l.1.|||:"-'||| white Design Hote J
that doesnt overplay its hand, It makes
effective use of its schtick with controlla-
ble coloured lights in the rooms It oouakd be
chilly, but it isnt, And the beds and the bar
are e high style, more plush delighes

which ':il:.lw'.-: ACTORE AT Compared with all this
upper Hoor of an old sil-  Ahove: Stockholm's old town on modernity, walking to the
vier factory, The décor is  Skeppsholmen bland, Below:the  old town, Gamla Stan, omn
industrial white tiling and  stunning 19205 pabiic ibrary. Saturday morning leels like
Bauhaus factory |J!!|:I.|..'.I.I.§'_. - i -

bt with its combore-food bistro meno and g I

. . . e e [

hipster crowd, it feels more edgy Shoreditch L B i

than Scandinavian. It’s a sparky and seduc-
tive nightspot and the only dining room in
the city that plays decent music (intelligent
19805 retro through o the more tunefol
elements of ¢ :'.:-.ﬁ!-:jl.'.;lLLII]x':. What Stackhalm
restaurateurs possess in ingredients and
interiors they've ahandoned in musical taste.
Ifyou think Abba are natf, you've heard noth-
ing till your've eaten out in Stack halm,

The MNordic Light Hotel is another exam-
|‘:J|' of clandestine wihan regeneration and
Stockholm’s veneration of 19708 concrete
gseveriry. It mlgm be located in a comer of
the ¢ iy that has all the elegnce of London's
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the hot chocolate at C ]mL_.anpp-. n in the
square by the Nobel Museum, but the inte-
rior at E'\u'l.l'tl. Ll\.ll'l:,".ll."'l'l NEeEXE El.ll'."‘!' iz a I'III:":U'.I
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mismatched chairs, pillars, bar
plagter alcoves and candles .-"-..|||| thie hiot
it servies |
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tered wiood,
winiie choolse 0 irmmenss hols
|‘:-f'l'1:.|:-: es the ultimats CTEATNY SUgAr |||!_J:";.

Re-enermsed and warmed up, head to the
mfund Stadzhiblionel, e |=u|‘|'.:| LTS ary
From the sipnagre out front to the tered cir-
cubar baleonies of the Lending Hall, architect
Erik Cunnar -"..a}'-ILun.i.'ﬁ 192{0s necdassical
building is a real beauty - a paradigm of the
kind of 20th-century Scandinavian modem-
ism still perpenating the image that every
Stockholmer lives in a chapel of impossi bly
handsome minimalist wooden functional-
igm. [t's alkoa short walk from the best sounce
of mid-century modern furniture in the city,
the prosaically named Modemnity. This isn't
st the best place in town to pick up picoes
by Sweedish masters, it also a treasure trove
of international rarities, notably a museum-
quality stock of wildly coloured 1980s Ertore
Sottsass and Memphis fumniture.,

Finish wour whirlwind tour of the
Stockholm of vestervear with lunch at
Prinsen, a ||-r|-'.|||'.- I'|.|I_E grand caté with
devated local ||:||4|1~.-ir.g. If P need
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