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Stocking Up
in Stockholm

This city devoted to beauty is a
wonderful place to find the
chicest, sleekest new designs.
by Raphael Kadushin

ou can tell o lot about a l.il.j-
from itz loeal heroes, In Paris
thie v are the Michelin-starred
chefs. In Milan no one gets
a reservation at Nobu faster
than Donatella. Ask Suock-
hislmers  whom lh-l.'_l.' st
adimire, tfu':ugh.;l:ltl.l_l.lll.l ;I-Illh
ably won't recognize the names. Forget Ingmar
Bergman. Thomas Sandell and Mats Theselivs
are the city's current cultural standard-bearers,

pats who? Theselius and Sandell are top young
Swedish archivects and furniture designers, a
distinction that means everything in a capital
devoted ta the sheer beauty and innate value of
domestic design. This is a city where subway sta-
tions double as art galleries. You may not come
to Sweden for the clothes (which are tastefully
but generically minimalist), but if you want the
perfiect final accent for a loft or a country ouse,
you'll find it here. Even better, a shopping spree prov idi=s n
focused tour of the city, and most shop owners can easily ship
your purchases back to the States for you. (Shipping costs range
from alout $60, for a ceramic vase, 1o $500, for an armchair. )

Ostermalm: Shopping Central
Composed of a string of islands, Stockholm is really an urban
archipelagn, The best place to start island-hopping is the district
of Ostermalm, home o opulent 19th-century hotels, grand
theaters and seduetive stores. The neighborhood’s real land-
mark, however, is Madernity {& Sibyllegatan; 08 -46-8-20-80-25;
www.modernity.sel, o furniture boutique devoted to the Scandina
vian classics that defined mid-zoth-century modernity

“Sweden didnt have to deal with any wars or revelutions in the
past two centuries, ™ owner Andresw Duncanson |.'1.::||.II s, “Hik,
unlike in other countries, production continwed, the naton could
develop its own acsthetics undisturbed, and iis design stay ed
pure. The subdued lines you see in Swedish decor are really an

echin of Swedish sosciety, with s SIress o6 s0g 1al Lo 1l 1w, T wlosty
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Dwemiar Andrew

and the philosophy that no one individual or

design should be too obvious or too lowd.” Duncanson in

That's a heavy metaphysical weight for a his gallery-
like bowtique,

Modernity.

eoffee table to bear, but Duncanson’s fimds—
all vimtage, though some styles are still in pro
stand up under the load. A Laming

lounge chair, a fluid swoop of blond wood, conveys a purely

duction

Swedlsh democratic ease; Duncanson’s fifties original, designed
by ¥ngve Ekstrdm, goes for $2,01 5. Just as sheek ane an Ame Jacob-
gen drop chair ($22,240}—a big teardrop of cognac-colored
leather crowning skinny copper legs—and a collection of mid
soth-cenpury Swedish ceramics, including a round green-glazed
vise [ § |,_"1_'.ZIJ|_-5|_¢|'|;'|;I I1!. Bermdi Friberg in the sixties,

At Asplund (31 Sibpllegatan; 04 §-45-8-662-52-84; asplund. org),
the z1st-century housewares display the same clean [orms,
execubed in natural materials. =We always take something

away whien we cocate a '|:-||,'-:'|.'.' |I¢'-.i:.:||-:'1 Eenm Boivisio says. AL a
time when so much is going on in the world, we need calm sur-

r|||,|:||:||r!.:.:|'\._r Koivisto is one-third of a !rlllﬂlill'.lllillll Swegish
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The Cultivated Shopper

designers who make up the flrm Claes-
son, Koivisto & Rune, which creates
cverything from blankets to buildings,
as wiell ms much of Asplund's furniture
collection. Their pieces are abstract yet look comfortable in a

Asplund’s wares, abave;
& Jesel Frank chair
at Sverskl Tenn, right.

smart living room—especially the Totone dhurric carpet (from
220 to $g90), which combines gray and black color blocks.
Similarly tempting items pop up at the Pukeberg Stockbholm
shop (o Sibyllegatan; 01 1-46=8-545-450-02), where the glass vases
and apaothecary jars ($10 to $650] come in neon colors.

An Antiques Hunt Along the Harbor Front
Although current streamlined designs are frmly grounded in the
miid - zoth century, their roogs reach fumher back, wo the old, rustic
Sweden where farms and country houses exhibited the airy
blend-en-blend interiors that have become a global standard.
This continuity means you can seamlessly mix antiques with post-
madern picees. The best place w find both is the series of
antiques shops that edge the Ostermalm harbor. The various
LEthe-century items al Palstjernan Antigues (5 Arsemaligalon; oF i-
deesnd 1373l embody the Bamiliar Swedish devotbon to restrint,
Particularly elegant are a cirea 1780 birch chest inlaid with ower
blossoams ($72,555) and a duo of stately candelabra (21 ,275)

Agross the sireet ot Bukowskis Auction House (4 Arsenalsgatan,
(0] I =dte=ta =00 W Buboweskis se ), Steckholm's answer 1o
Sothoby’s, shoppers browse among an array of mostly 1&8th- and
1sth-eentuny anticles abaout to go up fof avction. (The house also
holds sales of modern works. ) On a recent visie, most steiking
were a pair of Empire ormoelu candlesticks (51,670 for the pwo),
rwo deep blue Giteborg jars (51,390 for the set) and a vivid paine-
ing of a Norwegian girl standing beside a ford (54,1700,

Two blocks doswm, in the gift shop of the Hational Musewm [ Sddna
Blasicholrshamnen; 00 1-46-8-51 9% 543-00; nationalmyseun sel,

TOWHN & COUNTREY TRAVEL

you can sean the fool-the-experts collection produced jointly by
the museum and the manufacturer MOVE Mabler & Bohag—scri-
ouss reproductions of 1 gth-century chairs, cupboards and beds,
Meighboring Svenskt Tenn /5 .'i'l'n.rml'l.rd'gen.'u.l I~ ARG T TG00
wane svenskitens.sel sells Eﬂl.lul!illli..' furniture and table linens,

Local Color
The design legacy gets a lot funkier over the bridge on Gamla
stan, Stockholm®s medieval island, The old town®s cobbled back:
streets and multihued town houses form a fitting setting for the
single-themed mom-and-pop shaps, which could pass for Aunt
Inge's expleding attic, Among the best are Tringsundsboden
Antiques [ 1o Trdagsind,; o1 § ~i6-8-20005-1 81 where the prewar copices
of gilded wall clocks include o dramatic imepicce framed by a sail-
img ship and sea maonsters (86500, and €. E. Thomas (2 Kipmamiorger;
01 F~peg-poer 3o ), which carries Audubonesque avian prints{s1o
o 515) and John Gould bird prints ($500)L
For a sustained blast of color, hike across ane more bridge,
1o Sodermalm, a gentrified former working-class district similar
to New York's SoHa. The crowds here are artier, and so are
the new-generation shops, which show
off the gathering design response to
a1l those centuries of Seandinavian aus-
terity. The exuberant pieces at Carneruds
(21 Galgaran; 01 1-46-8-556-96%-40) may
be the best gauge of updated Swedish
!'il'l-'|1.' Lallipop-colored couches line the
wiills, brncketing a skinny canary yel-
levw cuiphoard designed by Theselios
(£3,300], Eva Jobs canvas bags ($110)
have sunny flower blossoms printed
on them. But ¢ven Stockholm's at
tempts at kitsch and a more manic
kind af cool manage, in the end, 1o look
rl.::urhlli.'l_:.' Basti=ful. 4

MORE TIPS ON STOCKHOLM

Fetephone and fax numbers (isted below should be preceded by
07 P-4 wihen diated from the United Siates.

oiine The best places for lunch in Gstermalm are the imperial
court al Swedish department store HK (18-} Hamnagaian,
Fa2-80-00] and Stwrehol calbé (2 Stureplan; 440-57-30L where the
Baltic seafond is sushi grade, For dinner try the slo-course
tapas feast a1 Bon Lloc [117 Regeringsgatan; s&0-40-601.
wensing The nowly cpened Rivil Hotel, co-owned by origined
4BBA mamber Benny Andersson, |s a tranguil retreat
averlooking a leafy square in Stdermalm. Amenities are state-
al-the-art, and the svelte Mordic furniture s designed by

the best young magstros, including Theselbus, This is the kind
of decor you'll go home to if you buy right in Steckhalm.
Doulble rooms from $255 te 5400, suiles 3515 and wp. 3

Mariatorget; S45- FEP-00; e $45-T67-24; wwwirivad. se. =R.E.



